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A LEGACY 
OF RECYCLING
Ragn-Sells is a privately held corporate 
group operating companies in six countries. 
Since 1966, we have been involved in 
waste management, environmental services 
and recycling. We collect, treat and 
recycle waste and residual products from 
businesses, organizations and households.  
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WHERE OTHERS 
SEE THE END, 
WE SEE 
AN OPENING
Recycling and taking a circular approach are part of the Ragn-Sells DNA.

Welcome to the world of Ragn-Sells. We work with 
the transportation, sorting, processing, recycling/
detoxification and sales of more than 800 different 
materials. With operations in six countries, we are 
well aware that we have an important task to perform. 
“Where others see the end, we see an opening.” So 
said Ragnar Sellberg, our founder, as far back as the 
early 1960s, when he realised that there was still 
plenty of value in much of what society chose to 
throw away. The whole idea of recycling, taking a 
circular approach and contributing to solving societal 
challenges thus forms a natural part of our everyday 
operations and our DNA. The family-owned com-
pany Ragn-Sells – which will soon be entering its 
fourth generation – continues to operate in the spirit 
of Ragnar, its founder. We embrace entrepreneurship 
that drives a go-ahead spirit. We come up with simple 
solutions, even to complex problems. We are respon-
sible to our customers and to society as a whole. We 
are therefore required to take a holistic approach. 

But what’s the outcome? This report describes the 
environmental load we shoulder as a company, as 

well as the specific measures we adopt to minimize 
both our own impact and that of our customers. We 
have noted how the world is becoming smaller and 
smaller, and how the capacity to share knowledge 
quickly and efficiently between different units in a 
chain is becoming increasingly important. Our focus 
in 2015 has been on improving working relationships 
within the Ragn-Sells as an organisation. Although 
this is just the beginning, it is highly symbolic that 
this is the first time we are presenting a shared envi-
ronmental annual report.

If we take a quick peek into the future, we will conti-
nue to build up the company on our solid values, but 
with focus more clearly on working together – which 
is also the key to taking the step up from linear thin-
king to a completely circular economy.
 

Pär Larshans
Head of Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility, 
Ragn-Sells

Pär Larshans
Head of Sustainability and 
Corporate Responsibility, 
Ragn-Sells

WE WORK WITH THE 
TRANSPORTATION, SORTING, 
PROCESSING, RECYCLING/
DETOXIFICATION AND 
SALES OF MORE THAN 800 
DIFFERENT MATERIALS.

“
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SWEDEN
Environment in focus
In summer 2015, Ragn-Sells and the firm of archi-
tects White won the City of Stockholm and Stock-
holm Vatten innovation commission to produce 
a design concept for the recycling station of the 
future. During the autumn, the concept was tested 
in the form of a pop-up demonstration facility in 
the Norra Djurgårdsstaden area of Stockholm.

At the centre of the proposal from Ragn-Sells and 
White for the recycling station of the future was 
the issue of how to stimulate recycling and reuse. 
Using containers with interiors designed by the 
artist Peter Jeppsson, the companies built up a 
temporary but innovative recycling station, where 
local residents could drop off any items they no 
longer needed. As a part of the project, an electric 
vehicle was used to drive around the local area, 
picking up any items that people had not brought 
to the station for recycling themselves.
 
One of Ragn-Sells’ sets of service contract scales 
was also installed at the temporary recycling sta-
tion. The idea here was to weigh all the material 
delivered to the station, as well as all the material 
that was reused, which was taken care of by other 
parties. “The recycling share reached fully 45 per 
cent – which is remarkably high,” relates Erik 
Wastesson, Project Manager at Ragn-Sells. “A ca-
mera was also fitted to the scales to allow visitors 
to the station to photograph the items they delive-
red so that others could see what was is available 
for reuse at any given time. The local residents 
were delighted with the initiative; in fact, they 
were so enthusiastic that they wanted us to make 
the station a permanent fixture,” concludes Erik.
 
The event was commissioned by the City of Stock-
holm and the water treatment company Stock-
holm Vatten. The two organisations are working 
together to boost people’s interest in ‘resource 
husbandry’, as well as to encourage more people 
to view recycling from a different perspective and 
to change their attitude to waste and consumption.

Ragn-Sells Sweden in numbers

 
Established: 
1881 in Stockholm by Zakarias Leonard Sellberg. 
Organized waste collection started in 1928 at 
Väderholmen Gård in Sollentuna.  

Main processes and services:   
Collect, process and recycle waste from busines-
ses, organizations and households. Services can be 
divided into basic services for the business and the 
public sector, construction services and services for 
hazardous waste. 
 
Turnover 406 MEUR 
Average number of employees 1 651 
Number of households serviced 800 000 
Number of business customers 28 000 
Number of sites 61 
Number of vehicles* 668

* Cars on the road for customers. 

6 7



Other environmental impacts
Emissions to water
Emissions to water from Ragn-Sells’ operations 
primarily stem from our own facilities and largely 
consist of nutrients, metals and oil. The sources are 
water from areas used for the sorting, processing or 
intermediate storage of waste, and leach-water from 
landfill. The polluted water is collected within the 
plants themselves, and depending on its contents, 
it is processed using various forms of gravimetric, 
chemical and biological purification.
Both the manner of processing the waste and the emis-
sions themselves are regulated at plant level through 
the terms and conditions of the applicable permits 
and/or other decisions from the authorities. Proces-
sing and emissions are followed up at the respective 
plants, and the results are reported on an ongoing ba-
sis to the appropriate supervisory bodies. Samples are 
taken from polluted water flows at the point of emis-
sion before the water is released from the plants. Pro-
cessed water is emitted into water recipients, either 
through municipal or local (i.e. own) purification 
plants. Any impact on the surrounding environment 
is checked through recipient monitoring programmes. 

Over the past year, Ragn-Sells has applied a number 
of measures at different plants intended to reduce 
emissions into water. Water purification has been 
improved through initiatives such as renovating re-
servoirs and installing new oil separators. We have 
also started work on a small-scale experiment invol-
ving specific biological purification of leach-water. 

At the company’s largest plant – Högbytorp – new 
reservoirs have been built to hold the water after it 
has been cleaned in the plant’s own water purifica-

Emissions from transport 
(in CO2-equivalents)
In 2012, the decision was taken to reduce carbon 
emissions from Ragn-Sells’ own transports by 50 
per cent compared to 2008 levels by 2020. In order 
to achieve this goal, we are working to improve our 
driving practices, reviewing route optimisation, re-
placing existing vehicles with models with more ef-
ficient/cleaner engines, and testing alternative tech-
nologies and fuels. Our active work to cut carbon 
emissions from our vehicles has already resulted 
in a 33 per cent reduction compared to 2008. Our 
carbon emissions in 2015 totalled 22,098 tonnes, 
which represents a slight increase on 2014. This 
is due to the fact that we increased the collection 
of waste over the course of the year, which natu-
rally required more transports. In contrast, emis-
sions per tonne of material collected actually fell 
from 8 kg CO2e in 2014 to 7.5 kg CO2e in 2015.  
 
The calculation of climate data has been performed 
in accordance with the international standard: 
Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG-Protocol). Emis-

tion facility. This allows us to take samples of the 
water to check that it does not contain pollutants at 
levels higher than can be handled by the purifica-
tion plant to which the water is to be transported. 

At our new Häradsudden plant, which we took over 
in 2015, we have done a lot of work to deal with 
previous shortfalls. Over the course of 2015, we 
have established a new waterproof membrane in a 
leach-water pool to assure it functions correctly. In 
conjunction with the replacement of the waterproof 
membrane, we invested in new aerators to impro-
ve nitrification. We also installed new air curtains 
which ensure that all the water is efficiently aerated. 

 
Noise, dust, odour, littering
Ragn-Sells plants occasionally cause odour nuisances 
in the immediate vicinity, depending on which type of 
waste is being processed. Taking as our starting point 
the local conditions, we adapt the way we work in 
order to prevent disturbances. For example, we take 
weather conditions and wind direction into consi-
deration when processing waste, and we constantly 
make new investments in our plants. Where the risk 
of odour nuisance is highest, we make sure to include 
immediate neighbours in ‘odour panels’, for instance.
Another local environmental impact takes the form 
of noise from vehicles, and from operations at our 
plants such as tipping, sorting and crushing. Noise 
levels are regulated through the conditions of the 
plant permits, and noise measurements are taken at 
regular intervals. Special noise reports are prepared 
and measures implemented where necessary.

sions from vehicles are calculated on the basis of the 
volume of fuel consumed, using the emission factors 
laid down by the Swedish EPA.

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 142 656 858 69 106 289

Plastics 20 895 680 16 716 544 

Glass 30 413 184 12 165 274 

Scrap 58 968 553 123 833 961 

Aluminum 5 107 773 54 142 398

Combustible waste 212 405 709 -53 632 442

Wood 111 328 972 0

Organic waste (to biogas production) 252 092 198 17 646 454

Organic waste (to composting) 54 337 608 1 086 752

Total 241 065 230

Climate impact

Emissions from transport, ton CO2
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Other environmental impacts
Emissions to water:
All Ragn-Sells Estonia’s five facilities have permits for 
special water usage and permission to discharge the 
waste water into a receiving water body. Oil separa-
tion systems are installed at the waste water collection 
points, which cleans the water before it enters the na-
tural water source. Rain water is collected and cleaned 
from oil particles and other pollutants. 
 
Noise, dust, odor, littering: 
The main problem that citizens draw attention to is 
the noise produced by vehicles and waste containers 
when they are being emptied. To reduce this issue, the 
logistics have to be planned in a way that citizens are not 
interrupted in the silent hours. New vehicles, and recom-
mending clients to replace containers to new collection 
solutions, also contribute to the reduction of noise.
 
Dust problems have occurred in the MBT factory (Me-
chanical biological treatment) in Tallinn due to the 
fracturing of wood wastes. In order to reduce air pollu-
tion, a water sprinkler system has been mounted to the 

crusher machine. Since then, there have been no more 
complaints regarding air quality.

Unpleasant odors have been a problem at the facilities 
in Tartu and Tallinn. In Tartu the problem appears 
when the weather is warm and when municipal 
household waste is transshipped. To reduce the is-
sue, waste is transshipped in closed rooms and the 
halls are being emptied as frequently as possible. 
At the MBT factory in Tallinn depressurized rooms 
are used to avoid the spreading of unpleasant odors 
outside of the factory. The air in the factory is led by 
ventilation to the biofilters where the air is cleaned 
before the emission.

Littering can occur during waste transportation and 
at the waste collection facilities. The drivers have 
been instructed how and when to cover waste loads. 
The facilities are cleaned frequently and high fences 
surrounds the areas, which prevents waste from being 
carried away by the wind.

Environment in focus
Ragn-Sells most modern waste fuel producing fac-
tory, opened in 2012, is located in Estonia. It is almost 
fully automated, environmentally friendly and energy 
efficient, which makes it unique not only within the 
Ragn-Sells Group, but all over the Baltics and Scan-
dinavia. In order to obtain waste fuel of high quality 
and with high burning efficiency, the waste is dried 
in huge tunnels. An innovative technology, using heat 
generating bacteria to obtain a high temperature, is 
used for the drying process. The smoke that is ge-
nerated in the process is cleaned by passing a three 
meter thick biofilter before it is released to the air. 
The waste fuel is used in cement factories, where it 
can replace fossil fuels. The plant can treat 30% of 
the Estonians collected household and municipality 
waste. Ragn-Sells Estonia also exports factory tre-
atment services to Finland, Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. In 2015 the factory was awarded by the 
Estonian Ministry of Environment as “Environment 
act of the year”.

Ragn-Sells Estonia in numbers

 
Established: 
1992 in Haapsalu, Estonia

Main processes and services:  
Collection and final treatment of household- and 
municipality waste, construction waste, packages 
and materials, and hazardous waste. 
 
Turnover 25 786 TEUR 
Average number of employees 286 
Number of households serviced 67 100 
Number of business customers 8 300 
Number of sites 6 
Number of vehicles* 110

* Cars on the road for customers. 

ESTONIA

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 30 284 12 113 

Plastics 7 625 6 100 

Glass 4 791 1 916 

Scrap 214 450 

Aluminum 120 1 268

Combustible waste 85 020 -21 468

Wod 4 260 0

Organic waste (to composting) 8 328 167

Total 547

Climate impact

Emissions from transport

CO2-eqv (ton)

Emissions from transport 3 733
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Ragn-Sells Recyclables AB is a subsidiary of Ragn-
Sells Group. As the agent company for all the Ragn-
Sells Group’s wholly-owned subsidiaries in Nor-
way, Denmark, Sweden, Estonia, Latvia and Poland, 
Recyclables is responsible for the logistics and sales 
of the Group’s raw materials. In this way the mate-
rial can be recycled or used in energy production. 

Recyclables acts as agent on behalf of the various 
companies and signs all sales agreements with end 
customers. This means that all incoming and outgo-
ing customer-, supplier- and processing invoices are 
handled by Recyclables. Recyclables is responsible 
for procurement and overall planning of all delive-
ries for the entire Ragn-Sells Group. Recyclables 
signs transportation agreements for all deliveries 
and is responsible for the accurate invoicing of the 
deliveries. Whoever the sender is, Recyclables is 
responsible for reporting and reporting systems to 
the extent required by its own operations and those 
of the companies in other countries. 

 
Environment in focus
Using raw materials produced from waste can cause 
increased environmental and health risks if the mate-
rial is not handled properly. Because of this, export 
and import of waste is regulated by extensive legisla-
tion at both international and national levels, which 
is monitored within the framework of EU as well as 
by national authorities. Ragn-Sells Recyclables ma-
nagement system is certified according to ISO 9001 
(quality) and ISO 14001 (environment) and include 
processes and routines to ensure that materials are 
handled in accordance to current legislation. Custo-
mers are also encouraged to comply with Ragn-Sells 
code of conduct, which is gradually being imple-
mented as an attachment in the business agreements.  

Audits are performed in order to monitor how 
customers fulfill the requirements of the code of 
conduct. Initially audits have been conducted for 
those customers where the risk of non-compliancy 
to the code of conduct has been considered the 
greatest. The risk assessment is mainly based on 
where in the world the customer operates and what 
type of material Ragn-Sells Recyclables supplies. In 
2014, audits were performed at four businesses in 
Asia and in 2015 three businesses in Europe were 
revised. The aim is to perform audits at four to six 
clients per year.

Ragn-Sells Recyclables AB in numbers

 
Established: 
2013 in Stockholm, Sweden 

Main processes and services:   
Group’s raw materials. Recyclables’ directive covers 
the following materials: Paper, plastics, metals and 
WEEE (electronics), waste fuel and RDF, wood and 
wood chips, tyres and rubber granulate. 
 
Turnover 4 183 TEUR 
Average number of employees 24 
Number of households serviced None 
Number of business customers 150 
Number of sites None 
Number of vehicles* None

* Cars on the road for customers. 

RAGN-SELLS  
RECYCLABLES AB
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RECYCLING 
– A PRECONDITION 
FOR TOMORROW’S 
WORLD
The issue of material flows is now attracting serious attention in the 
European debate on climate and the environment. Waste is beco-
ming a resource in the new economic model with a circular perspec-
tive, which has to be established if we are to achieve our environme-
ntal goals. Recycling, dismantling, reuse and reconditioning are the 
future in the opinion of Anders Wijkman, Chairman of the Swedish 
Government’s Environmental Goals Committee and Co-President of 
the Club of Rome. This makes Ragn-Sells an even more important 
player on the European environmental and recycling market.

Using the Earth’s resources as if they came from 
a limitless stock, and generating waste as if our 
planet were a bottomless waste receptacle is no 
longer a viable option. There can be no doubt that 
it is essential to make radical changes to how we 
use energy and materials.

“The industrial society is based on linear flows of 
resources, and the primary reason for this is that the 
costs of both energy and material have been low 
historically. The problem is that we have no control 
over what happens to nature and these resources 
when we operate an economy of this kind. All focus 
is devoted to boosting growth in GDP. We measure 
developments in financial and industrial capital, 
but developments in ‘natural capital’ – ecosystems 
on land and in the seas, biological diversity, etc. 
– never appear in the accounts ledgers. The faster 
goods are turned over, the better for the company 
and the economy. But we don’t pay any attention 
to drawbacks, i.e. the fact that we are wearing out 

our planet,” explains Anders Wijkman, who has 
spent 30 years investigating the impact contempora-
ry financial models have on our natural resources. 
The current ‘use it and throw it away’ mentality has 
to be turned around before resource wastage reaches 
its nadir. According to Anders, the way to do this is to 
bring in new instruments and new economic models. 
The circular economy approach has a key role to play 
in changing the prevalent trend from linear to circular.

“To make development sustainable, we have to focus 
on an economy where energy utilisation is increa-
singly based on renewable energy, and where pro-
ducts are designed both to last longer and to facilitate 
recycling, dismantling, reuse and reconditioning.
“To achieve this aim, we have to look at a variety of 
instruments, because it simply has to cost more to 
exploit nature and to generate waste and pollution. 
Politicians have to help by introducing smart instru-
ments and green-lighting public investments intended 
to ease the conversion.”

USING THE EARTH’S RESOURCES AS IF THEY CAME 
FROM A LIMITLESS STOCK, AND GENERATING WASTE 
AS IF OUR PLANET WERE A BOTTOMLESS WASTE 
RECEPTACLE IS NO LONGER A VIABLE OPTION.“

14 15



Anders Wijkman
Chairman of the Swedish 
Government’s Environmental 
Goals Committee and Co-
President of the Club of Rome

Appreciable value in discarded items
With solutions targeted at retaining and developing 
the value of items that have already been made, 
recycling companies will have an increasingly 
important role to play in the future. Ragn-Sells is 
one of the companies that was quick to take the 
pulse of the circular economy debate, and in 2016, 
participated actively in the discussion concerning 
the European Commission’s circular economy 
proposals. 

“For recycling companies, it is a matter of develo-
ping business models for the future involving new 
niches, concepts and partnerships.”

Thus far, environmental and climate issues have 
primarily focused on energy utilisation, but Anders 
Wijkman explains that material flows in society are 
equally important.

“A large proportion of the products and materials 
discarded today feature appreciable value, which 
we should be able to use over and over again. This 
applies in particular to the construction sector, but 
it is also relevant for a wide range of consumer  

products. Volumes of waste are rising sharply, but 
only a tiny proportion is being recycled efficiently. 
A study from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation de-
monstrates that only 5–10 per cent of the original 
material value is utilised following the first use cycle 
in the European economy. Huge amounts end up in 
landfill sites or incinerators, often without being 
sorted first. This is clearly an incredibly wasteful 
approach. Moreover, much of the recycling that is 
carried out takes the form of ‘downcycling’ because 
the materials involved are mixed or contaminated.”

This is where companies such as Ragn-Sells have 
a key role to play. The company handles significant 
flows of materials – in six European countries – and 
has both the competence and the innovative capacity 
to help develop production patterns to ensure that 
better care is taken of the value that is currently 
being lost.

“I’m convinced that Ragn-Sells is a company at the 
very forefront of developments, and I feel highly 
positive with regard to the operation and its future 
direction.”

THE FASTER GOODS ARE TURNED 
OVER, THE BETTER FOR THE 
COMPANY AND THE ECONOMY. BUT 
WE DON’T PAY ANY ATTENTION TO 
DRAWBACKS, I.E. THE FACT THAT WE 
ARE WEARING OUT OUR PLANET.

“
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Environment in focus
Ragn-Sells Norway has decided to be the first Norwe-
gian recycling company building a zero emission site. 
They aim to build a site where both CO2-emissions 
and local pollution is reduced to zero, where negative 
impact on neighbors is reduced to a minimum and the 
environmental authorities has nothing to worry about. 
This will enable Ragn-Sells to operate in urban areas, 
close to the waste production and close to important 
infrastructure. This proximity to the marked is a 
prerequisite for the development of circular solutions 
for the future, according to Ragn-Sells Norway. The 
site will be both state of the art when built and serve 
as a think tank and pilot for future solution. 

 
Climate impact 2015 (tons CO2-eqv)
Fill in the total amount of collected waste for each 
fraction (in tons) below. Multiply each fraction with 
the specific CO2-emission factor and fill the result as 
a total amount of CO2-equivalents.
 

Other environmental impacts
Emissions to water
Emissions to water from recycling sites has un-
til recently been only focusing on oil separation. 
As EU’s water framework is implemented the le-
gislation now has a broader approach. Thus we 
are currently mapping occurrence of pollutants, 
calculating emissions and designing new wa-
ter collection and treatment systems at our sites.   

Noise, dust, odor, littering
The activity at our sites can create noise, odor etc. that 
might affect our close neighbors. We work constantly 
on reducing the negative impact as much as pos-
sible. Actions taken are dust reduction by scrubbing, 
moving noisy equipment and processes inside, strict  
follow up on operating hours and close dialogue with 
close neighbors. 

Ragn-Sells Norway in numbers

 
Established: 
1989 in Oslo 

Main processes and services:   
Collection, sorting and treatment of industrial 
waste and production of renewables 
 
Turnover 1,5 MNOK 
Average number of employees 400 
Number of households serviced 0 
Number of business customers 15 500 
Number of sites 20 
Number of vehicles* 60 own, 115 subcontracted 

* Cars on the road for customers. 

NORWAY

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 71 000 28 400 

Plastics 2 700 2 160 

Glass 1 900 760 

Scrap 35 400 74 340 

Aluminum 580 6 148

Combustible waste 165 000 -41 663

Wood 90 700 0

Organic waste (to biogas production) 27 000 1 890

Organic waste (to composting) 18 500 370

Total 72 405

Climate impact

Emissions from transport

CO2-eqv (ton)

Emissions from transport* 21 896

*Calculation is made based on tkm and emission factors for different vehicles calculated by TØI (Transportøkonomisk Institutt). 
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Other environmental impacts
There are emissions to the ground water at the main 
production plant. Limit values are defined in the plant 
permit and the emissions are monitored by sampling. 
The filtering system has been improved during 2015. 
Nothing to report regarding noise, dust, odour and 
littering.

Environment in focus
In 2015 Ragn-Sells Latvia became the leader in 
healthcare and medical waste collection and tre-
atment through an innovative rotoclave method. 
Ragn-Sells Latvia has a technology for healthcare 
waste treatment. Tempico’s Rotoclave® is a pre-
vacuum-type autoclave with a patented internal 
rotating drum and the additional feature that the 
sterilizing steam is condensed and eliminated before 
the door can be opened. The Rotoclave® is an enti-
rely closed system with safety interlocks, to ensure 
that the vessel’s integrity cannot be breached until 
the conditions of time, temperature and pressure 
have been met. This guarantees complete steriliza-
tion of the contents. Since the sterilizing steam must 
be evacuated and condensed before the door can be 
opened, the Rotoclave® emits no fumes or emis-
sions of any kind which could have endangered the 
health and safety of the operator. 

The outflows from the Rotoclave® are as follows; 
solid waste discharged from the drum, water re-
sulting from condensation of the sterilizing steam, 
which is routed to the sanitary sewer, and the air 
exhaust used to break the vacuum post-sterilization, 
which is vented outside of the building. Currently 
Ragn-Sells Latvia cooperate with Ragn-Sells Esto-
nia as healthcare waste is imported from Estonia for 
treatment in the Rotoclave®.

Ragn-Sells Latvia in numbers

 
Established: 
2006 in Latvia, Riga

Main processes and services:   
Industrial container solutions, construction and de-
molition services, collection of municipal household 
waste and liquid waste, collection, conveyor sorting 
and sale of recyclable material, sludge and vacuum 
services, remediation and collection of contamina-
ted soil, healthcare and medical waste collection 
and treatment. 
 
Turnover 3 656 TEUR 
Average number of employees 80 
Number of households serviced 5 000 
Number of business customers 900 
Number of sites 2 
Number of vehicles* 30

* Cars on the road for customers. 

LATVIA

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 3 433 1 373 

Plastics 1 591 1 273 

Glass 242 97 

Scrap 171 359 

Aluminum 0 0

Combustible waste 0 0

Wood 2 018 0

Organic waste (to biogas production) 0 0

Organic waste (to composting) 3 165 63

Total 3 165

Climate impact

Emissions from transport

CO2-eqv (ton)

Emissions from transport 158
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Ragn-Sells Tyre recycling AB is collecting and recy-
cling about 140 000 mt of end of life tyres in Sweden 
(85 000 mt) and Norway (55 000 mt).  in Sweden 
in agreement with SDAB (Svensk Däckåtervinning 
AB) and In Norway in agreement with NDR (Norsk 
Dekkretur AS).

From January 1 2015, the tyre collection part of 
Ragn-Sells is organized in a separate company. Until 
then it was part of Ragn-Sells AB in Sweden and 
Ragn-Sells AS in Norway. 
External transport companies collect the tyres on 
behalf of us. They deliver the tyres at our sites where 
they are sorted and treated. A small amount of the 
tyres is exported for reuse or retreading. Tracks from 
truck tyres are used in some extend for producing 
blastingmatts and the side is sold to farmers as 
weight on silo.  

At Heljestorp in Vänersborg municipality, we have 
a Granulate factory who produce rubber granulate 
for use as infill in football fields and other uses. We 
produce about 15 000 mt a year from an input of 25 
000 mt tyres. The rest of the tyre is metal (about 5 
000 mt) and textile (about 5 mt). The metal is recyc-
led and the textile is used as fuel in a cement factory.
The rest of the collected tyres is shredded in dif-
ferent sizes and qualities. The material replace 
coal as fuel in cement factories and power plants.  
In Sweden, we have domestic customers but from 
Norway, the most of the material is exported.

Ragn-Sells Tyre Recycling AB in numbers

 
Established: 
1995 as part of Ragn-Sells AB, Sweden. 2000 as 
part of Ragn-Sells AS, Norway. 2015 as a separate 
company. 

Main processes and services:   
Ragn-Sells Tyre recycling AB is collecting and recyc-
ling about 140 000 mt of end of life tyres in Sweden 
(85 000 mt) and Norway (55 000 mt).  In Sweden 
in agreement with SDAB (Svensk Däckåtervinning 
AB) and In Norway in agreement with NDR (Norsk 
Dekkretur AS). 
 
Turnover  21 000 TEUR 
Average number of employees 33 
Number of households serviced None 
Number of business customers 7 000 
Number of sites 8 
Number of vehicles* 28

* Cars on the road for customers. 

RAGN-SELLS  
TYRE RECYCLING AB
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Environment in focus
Ragn-Sells Polska is in the process of setting up 
a new joint venture company. The main scope of 
activities will be the collection, compression and 
recycling of EPS material in the joint venture’s 
own facility, which is currently under development.  

Through participation in projects of this kind, will 
be helping to provide authentic “circular economy” 
service to fishing industry by collecting used fish-
boxes and EPS waste and the turning it into poly-
styrene pellets for reuse in other context.   

Main processes and services:   
transportation, waste management, environmental 
audit, preparation of raw materials for further 
recycling by sorting, belling and preparation for 
transport. 
 
Turnover 5 158 TEUR 
Average number of employees 50 
Number of households serviced 24 500 
Number of business customers 77 
Number of sites 5 
Number of vehicles* 30

* Cars on the road for customers. 

Ragn-Sells Poland in numbers

 
Established: 
2001 in Warsaw. Company commenced operations 
in the region of Nowe Kurowo (a small village in 
the area of Gorzow Wielkopolski). Within ten years, 
its business has expanded to the area of Gorzow 
Wielkopolski, Szczecin, Lodz. Currently Ragn-Sells 
Poland provides services to its customers in addi-
tion to Gorzow Wielkopolski, Szczecin and Lodz, also 
in the area of Gdansk.

POLAND

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 8 491 3 396 

Plastics 984 788 

Glass 237 95 

Scrap 1 141 2 397 

Aluminum 0 0

Combustible waste 0 0

Wood 338 0

Organic waste (to biogas production) 0 0

Organic waste (to composting) 3 811 76

Total 6 752

Climate impact

Emissions from transport

CO2-eqv (ton)

Emissions from transport 337
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Environment in focus
NC Miljø transforms 120.000 tons of food waste to 
green energy each year. NC Miljø has since 2005 
collected used cooking oil from restaurants and 
commercial kitchens to use and sell it as biomass for 
Biogas plants. Today NC Miljø collects food waste 
in all types of packaging. The challenge is to sort the 
packaging from the food. Plastic, glass and metal has 
to be sorted out and delivered to recycling, so that 
only purely organic material remains. After this, one 
must ensure a correct composition of the organic 
materials, so as to obtain an optimum biomass for 
use in biogas plants. Clean biomass goes directly into 
the biogas plants, which optimize the process and 
increases the efficiency significantly. Biogas turns 
into green electricity and heat. The remnants of the 
pure and degassed biomass preserves all nutritional 
substances and is then used as fertilizer in the produc-
tion of new foods. Today NC Miljø is market leader 
and handles waste from the country’s biggest retail 
chains, as well as restaurants and catering companies 
throughout Denmark. Each year we transform over 
120.000 tons of food waste to biomass. This is done 
by means of our nationwide network of recipients. 
Ragn-Sells acquired a majority stake in NC Envi-
ronment in 2015. 

Ragn-Sells Denmark in numbers

 
Established: 
March 2001  

Main processes and services:   
Collection, sorting and processing of industrial 
waste. 
 
Turnover 155 M DKK  (21 M EURO) 
Average number of employees 51 
Number of households serviced N/A 
Number of business customers N/A 
Number of sites 4 
Number of vehicles* N/A 

* Cars on the road for customers. 

DENMARK

Waste fraction Amount of waste (ton) CO2-eqv (ton)

Paper and cardboard 51 174 20 470 

Plastics 10 307 8 246 

Glass 2 866 1 146 

Scrap 1 082 2 272 

Aluminum 514 5 448

Combustible waste 17 240 -4 353

Wood 29 957 0

Organic waste (to biogas production) 11 642 815

Organic waste (to composting) 1 572 31

Total 34 075

Climate impact

Emissions from transports
(in CO2-equivalents)
The transport in Denmark is not conducted by Ragn-
Sells, but are carried out by local transportation 
companies, so cold Vognmenn. Therefore we do not 
have any figures to report on emissions.

 
 
Other environmental impacts 
Emissions to water
Emissions to water from recycling sites focusing on 
oil separation. The site in Nørresunby has a water 

treatment basin in addition to oil separation. The ana-
lysis from our sites, shows good values for the water.    

Noise, dust, odor, littering
The activity at our sites can create noise, odor etc. that 
might affect our close neighbors. We work constantly 
on reducing the negative impact as much as possible. 
Actions taken are dust reduction by watering, moving 
noisy equipment and processes inside. In Denmark 
we are in a position that our sites are placed in in-
dustrial areas. 
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